
Ike adoption of a Ove Instead of ibe f00K years' Verm,
vttafa was done by my predeoeuw*^ taut aB&rded tbe
.teats of impravUig the ooursc of u»«Um and Introduc
kg somewhat mors of practical Instruction than was
previously poeslble, though greatly needed. Sanaa
alight modification in to* programme or In-
almslion la perhaps «ea<ied so as not to
crowd the course too mu^,, and to adjust the d ffercut
¦todies In accordance with tbelr relative Importance. 1
amoving attention to tb?t matter now. Tbe snb)ect of
Mategy. grand tactiee. military organization, and ad-
ministration, tic., I bar's thought It particularly desirable
to give more ImporUr.o* to, and bare taken steps for that
.tyect.

Exnwor roiuai or mi dkimrtmkxt.
The clreumsisB* us connected with tbe expenditures of

Ike War Doparwv.ua for tue present tlvcal year have been
aiismslTii". tmfx not free from considerable embarrass¬
ment. Until Knia year Congress has scarcely ever failed
to'gmnt Dm appropriations ubkud for by the department;
and whlVsVlbe country was prosperous and large sums
were rectfved at the treasury, those appropriations were

a jfbenal and extensive scale.
Hie Climates for this fiscal year were prepared for the

la#t 0* egress with tbe greatest scrutiny and care; large
reductions were made in many items of expenditure, and,
Indeed , all was reduced to the lowest point to which it was
ftfoaght safe to go, so as to keep the army upon the footing
tfkore M had been placed and to avoid a deficiency bill,
asking for money to defray expenses necessarily
feuorrcd beyond the Bums appropriated by Congress,
this reduced scale of expenditure Oongress seemed to
«blak was still greater than the public service required,
and an arbitrary reduction ot very nearly two millions of
dollars was made upon tho estimates submitted. From
Ike date of this appropriation until the commencement of
the fiscal ) ear, when this reduced scale of expenditure
should begin, was ho short a time that it Involved much
difficulty in preparing lor it over so wide a space of ter¬
ritory as our army occupied. An essential change In the
movement and economy of the army became absolutely
MttBsary to conform to the policy of Osogress and to
Moid a deficiency. The usual expenditures upon bar¬
racks and quarters for the troops were greatly diminished,
toe sivil employes in the servioe were almost entirely
dispensed with, and large reductions were made in the
expenditure for foragu and keep of tho animals of the
army, by selling at pnbllo auction, after due advertise¬
ment in tho newspapers, such as were not absolutely es¬
sential for tbe use of the army.

1 have conformed the estimates for the ensuing yoar to
gke standard ef tbe last congressional appropriations, and
have, therefore, rodveed them very nearly two muttons
ef dollars below those submitted last year, and half a mil¬
lion below tbe actual appropriations made at tbe last ses¬
sion of Congress.

In the year 18M, Congress increased ike numerical
strength of tbe army, by adding to it four regiments, two
of which were cavalry. In the year 1867. the pay or tbe
army was increased about thirty per cent. From these
twe causes the necessary expenditures for tbe army were
largely augmented. This increase arose lrom a necessity
that still continues and was decreed by Oongress itself,
to addition to these reasons for larger army expenses, the
rise in tbe price of every article of consumption required
for its support baa also tended to swell the aggregate sum
(or tbe maintenance of our army. Neither tho strength of
the army nor the expenditures for its support and opera,
lions have been enlarged in proportion to the growth of
the population, the intension of the frontiers requiring
.elYocc, or the cott or most articles of military supplies.
To arrive at proper conclusions on this question of ex¬

penditure?, tl>«y mutt be compared witi the service ren¬
dered , and in this view , a comparison with any previous
time may be conlldently challenged. Tbe present army
has work to do which mix lit employ, usefully and active¬
ly , five times its numerical force; u does that work fltt'ee-
tftrcly, and at a cost certainly not incommensurate with
Its value and benefit to tho country. The whole coat of
tho army proper, fur ita entire support and maintenance,
rem bus the sum of $13,098,725 72) thirteen millions
ninety-eight thousand seven hundred and twenty live dol¬
lars and seventy-two cents. With the help of such legis¬
lation ati is asked for, the above sum would be materially
reduced.

'large sums are necessarily and unavoidably expended
e very year tor ubjouts it is iintiossible to foresee or estimate

for. During the pa6t.yc.ar the extra expensesincurred for
the supprt scion of Indian hostilities In Washington and
.Oregon amounted to two hundred and ninety-eight tbou
sund, five hundred thirty nine thousand dollars and
.eleven cents beyond what would have occurred but for
these wais. iieavy expenses are likewise incurred for
escorts to parties engaged upon servioe not pertaining to
the legitimate duties oi the army. These sums amounted
last year to over seventy thousand dollars; so it will be
.setn that tho expenditure of. over three hundred and
fevrnty thousand dollars waa imposed upon the War
department lor these objects, which could not be fore¬
seen.

ORDNAXOT, ASMS A.VD KJI'IMftVTR.
I have ordered the estimates from llie Bureau of

'Orduaoco to be mado main)}' In conformity to the policy
¦which the action of the Uat Congress Boomed
to indicate by its appropriations. I cannot for.
be.-r to express the opinion, however, that to
abridge the manufacture of arms is, to say the
least, a measure of very douDtful economy, and may
prove in the end to be both daugerous and expensive. A
foreign war would create an immediate demand for an
immense number or arms, probably enough, nearly, to
strip all our arsenals and to require the purchase of fur.
ther supplies from private manufacturers, at whose mercy
the government would be, in the emergencies of war.

Besides the manufacture of arms, other expenses are
neci'^Karily incurred in experiments and improvements in
them which are of the greatest importance to the service
of the country. That constant progress in the improve¬
ment af at ms and other appliances of warfare which has

of tale characterized the military service of other nations,
has been, up to this time, no less active in ours. The ex¬
periments which have been in progress for some time
punt, to afcertain the tltuess of iron for the construction of
gun carriages lor s a coast and garrison cannon, have re¬
sulted in complete success. They demonstrate the practi¬
cability of wiug iron in place of wood for the fabrication
.I sucb carnages, not only to very great advantage
In point of economy, but also in quuiity. The ultimate
tavmg in money to the country by this manufacture can

hardly he estimated, Gun-carriages heretofore have
not only been expensive, but it has been found impossible
to preserve the wood of which they woro constructed from
dt-coy. So that each gun in all our forts must bo remount-
Ad 0ucc every ten years to be lit for service. The .substitution
«f iron for wood has remedied this perfootly, and the gun
carriage may now be considered as indestructible. Models
Of wrought iron sea coast and garrison carriages havo ac¬

cordingly been adopted, and iron will be used In their
fabrication hereafter.
Improvement has oeen introduced, also, In the forms of

cannon, greatly increasing their endurance under repeat-
ed dtocbarges, and rendering them consequently more ro-

lable for service, lu view of the not infrequent accidents
Irom the bursting of Iron cannon, and the disastrous conse¬

quences that may result therefrom, it is important 'Uat toe
adapted models should bo the beft calculate for strenth,
and that none but the best material should be used
to, and the best processes applied to tlicir fabrica¬
tion. Experiments to ascertaiu the best model
have been instituted and carried on with satisfactory
results. They are still in progress, with speoiai reference
U> a class of canon of heavier calibre, lor the more com¬

plete determination of the best method of dKtrltiuting tiie
#iven weight of metal throughout Uie different parts of
the tannon so as to obtain the greatest strength. To se-
«ore effectually the best material and mode of fabrication
will reqnire the establishment of a national foundry, and

1 again urge this important measure and repeat the re¬
commendation, so often heretofore made, for the requisite
legislation to effect it.
The subject of ritle cannon and projectiles has received

much attention, and careful experiments have been insti¬
tuted to teat a variety of such contrivances. It is not
deemed advisable to proceed to the manufacture of such
cannon, beyond those required for experimental purposes,
antii full and lair trials shall havo demonstrated pructi
colly which of the various inventions possesses must ad¬
vantages, or whether a combination of the advantages
peculiar to several of thorn may not furnish the best go
vsrnroent model.
New patterns of borso equipments for all the mounted

troops have been adopted, and their manufacture has
teen commenced to the extent permitted by the appro¬
priation applicable thereto. It is, however, insuflicient to
meet the wonts of the servico in this respect, in consc¬

ience of its reduction below tho estimate. The new

pattern woe adopted alter careful consideration of the
views on the subject ef experionoed officers of the mounted
service, taken in connection with thequeatlon of tho great¬
est economy compatible with fitness for that scrvice.

lite- operations at the national armories and tho arse¬

nals, in the manufacture of small arms and other sup¬
plies pertaining to this branch of the War Department,
are slated in detail in the accompanying report of the
-Olenel of Ordnance.

I desire to call attention to the existing law for
arming and equipping the whole body of the militia
«f (he United States, which was passed in 18C8. The
provision then made for tho purpose remains the same
at this day, and is insuflicient for its effectual accom¬

plishment. This is evinced by frequent requisitions and
-argent applications from StaUB and Territories for ad¬
vances of arms and equipments beyond their regular
diuotas.

BHEKCU-UUDISO ARMS.
Under the appropriations heretofore made by Congress

. <o encourage experiments in broech -loading arms very
important results have been arrived at Tho ingenuity
-and invention displayed upon the subject are truly sur-

-mrwing, and It is risking UtUe to say that the arm has been
.aearly., If not entirely, perfected by several of those plans.
^Bbese arms commend themselves very strongly for their
-arsat range and accuracy of lire at long distanoes, for the
vapidity with which they can be fired ; and their exemption
from injury by exposure to long oontinued rains. With the
tost breech-loading arm, one skilful man would be equal

J, Siiwo ,probably throe, armed with the ordinaryimuMle-
W wiling gun. True policy requires that steps should be

w. taa to introduce these arms gradually into oar ser-

<*, t, and to this end preparations oiuht to bo made for
Mm. t .manufacture In the public arsenals.

NATIONAL DSfMTOSB.
to Mm statement B, herewith submitted, will bo found

an ei thMls.for other objects besides tbose which pertain
to the ormy proper, although the work Is done under the
supen **ion of ».j officers generally, and the disburse¬
ments we made by them. These estimates I hare caused
>o be m w*® ta deformity to the appropriation of the last
Congrea. I*8* *° policy which those appropriations
seemed Is-establish. The policy is founded in a strict,
economy. J"*4 I .* J» reason to depart rrom It: but, at
the same t ^®und,to submit the estimates pro
nosed by tl Wahief engineer for tko prosecution of the sea
coast defeu. **> U1*1 have the data upon
which to act wwlerqjandingly, If they should see fit, in
their wisdom, inverse the poHcy at their predecessors.

I have seen ^cawse, however, since the data of jnf
last report, to i *«*. its suggestions of economy in our
system of /ortifi. « d<*» not necessary to

'

riouest consider, t£e appropriations for additional ma
«nrv works. 8av^«*arenot strong enough to offer a
.ocd defenoo sgaln. % Mpping may, when the emergencyirises be reinforced*.at a small expense, by earthen bat-
torles oroperly combinsd with them for mutual support,
and w extent as togive an aggregate armament of

"¦5f°tgu are likewise unchanged in regard to tho
nronrletv of making some provision to secure our sea-

Lru from the Gtucks or foroes that may debark on the
£tt<t and seek to attain theas by routes not commanded
Sv&o channel forts. 1 regarl the statistics of
ufs combined naval and military operations of thn
Vrench In the recfc.nl Italian war as indications of
«ie correctness of my estimate of our danger from
¦uah attacks, and as warranting the renewal of my recom

ni'ndation to Con/rress to taW« stops toward earry log out
ahe ulan sketched in my last report for the defence of New

Ywk, -lo particular, from such attempts. Its appended

Bv nioif- Mi Amrtoaa forattention, prepared at my InstoMi
by Lit 11tentut Morton of the engineer oorpe, eipUu iu«
details of tlx plan to qoertlon, with tbe aid of an aseuraio
topographical nap. It also tontains an analysis of tbe
grmrai subject or coast defense, which I deem worthy af
your notice.

It is eminently desirable tbat onr completed »nn.W
forts should be lit with gas, and I recommend that a amall
appropriation be made to Introduce It Into tbe meat im¬
portant onta without delay. By that Improvement the
rlak would be dtmlntebed of accidental Area breaking out
In the u IIleers' quarters ar tbe barrasks, now to be appre¬
hended from the vicinity of tbe magatiaea. Hie introaue-
tion proposed may also be recommended on tbe ground of
economy. The poet of West Point baa been lighted In ttta
manner with satisfactory results.

HAYMKNT or VOLUJSTKKKH.
There are large claims before the government tor pay

alHfed to be due to volunteer troop* called out at various
times and different plaoes for the suppmaku of IndhMt
hostilities. It la due alike to the clahnaota and to the
government tbat these claims should be settled, by pay-
¦tent when they are Just, and a anal rejection when tfcay
are not Tbe action of Congress Is neceaaary before saw
an adjustment can take place.

KXPU>RATIOK8 AND 8THVTOS.
A report is presented from the oflloer in charge of the

Office of Explorations and Surveys, exhibiting the opera¬
tions that have been oondncted ander this ofloe duringthe past year.
Tbe military road from Fort Walla Walla to Fort Benton,far which a special appropriation was made, has been

commenced, and nearly two hundred and sixty miles of It
completed, steamboats can navigate the Oregon river to
FortWalla Walla, and tbe Missouri river to Fort Benton,
thus affording, excepting for the distanoo of tlx hundred
miles, a line or steamboat communication between the
Atlantic and Pacific, across tbe widest portion of our pos¬
sessions. Without considering the facilities which the
construction of a road over tho interval referred to would
afford to emigrants traversing that portion of the conti¬
nent, in a military point of view it is of very great im¬
portance. Among the most powerful of our Indian tribes
are those which inhabit the regions at either end of tbe
proposed line. To keep these Indians In subjection, to have
tbe means of transporting troops and materiel rapidly and
at small cost from one section to the other, and to build
up oommunlties on the upper waters of the Oregon and
Missouri strong enough to dispense with military protection
and to furnish supplies to a -column marching over, are
objects tbait render tbe work a measure of sound econo¬
my. If not of necessity Itself. A further appropriation
for its completion is now neeeeeary. Reliable Informa¬
tion has been recently furnished to the department of the
existence of great mineral wealth In the mountains
through which a portion of tbe road passes.
The experiment of sinking artesian wells upon the pub¬

lic lands has been further prosecuted, but still without
attaining the desired results, and the appropriation for
the object having become exhausted, it was directed that
the work should be suspen led. Tbe details of the ex¬
periments are set forth In tbe accompanying reports. It
may he considered now as demonstrated that to bring
water from subterranean ttrtama to overflow the sur¬
faces of the grcut Western plains is, for any reasonable
amount of expenditure, impracticable.
a« expedition was organized during the past sea-

ton to explore the country In tbe vicinity of the
Han Juan river of New Mex<co, and to search for a prac
Doable route through tliat region, between Santa F6
and tbe Southern settlements of Utah. This duty has
been completed, but tho results have not yet been laid
before tbe department

A second expedition was sent Into the Territory of Ne-
hraska to explore certain tributaries of the Yellow Stone,the sources of that river, and of the Missouri. A portion
of its labors hat- been accomplished, and the operations
will be resumed in tho ensulug spring.

A largo amount of geographical and scientific informa¬
tion has been added, at Htnall cost, through the labors of
the different Held parties, to our knowledge of the re¬
sources of tbe regions wen of the Mississippi. Considera¬
ble tracts ol' country yet remain unknown, and the econo¬
my of continuing these explorations Is evident, when it la
considered that they open the country to travel; develops
its mineral and agricultural wealth; shorten, and aflbrd
sew information concerning emigrant routes, and desig¬
nate those portions of the wild Iferrltory that are suaoep-
tiblc ol' settlement. Very great benefits to the whole coutry
would be derived, beyond all doubt, by furnishingfrom the

< fllcc of explorations and surveys a moderate supply of
geological maps of tbe United States snd Territories. An
opportunity now presents Itself by which the preparation
of a complete geological map, by tome of the abkst men
of science in America, can be secured at a very reasooble
rate of compensation No similar expenditure would re¬
sult in anything like an equal benefit to the country at
large.
Experience has demonstrated that to insure the most

effective and economical performance of tho duties con¬
nected with reconnoispanoes, surveys and explorations, a
company of enlisted men, of a similar organization to
that of the sappers and miners, should ho added to the
corps of topographical engineers. The men would be un¬
der tbe command and instruction of the officers of that
corps, aud would furnish to parties in the teld, with a

great saving of public money, thoroughly trained assist¬
ants in place of inexperienced employes. I would recom¬
mend that such a company, not to exceed fifty to number,
should be established by law.

1 would respectfully invito your attention to the report
of Lieutenant Michler, who. under assignment of the war
Department, was engaged upon the survey of an toter-
occanlc ship canal near the isthmus of Darien. via Um
Atrato and Truando rivers. Since bis retarn from tbe
scene of bis field operations, considerable progress had
been made in tbe reduction of observations and prepar¬
ing the maps, until the want of means compelled him to
suspend progress and discharge the computers and
draughtsmen. Tbe valuable Information procured by
Lieutenant Michler should not be left In Its unfinished
condition in the arcbtves of the bureau, to prevent which

a small appropriation will bo required.
Tho wagon road upon the thirty-fifth parallel, reaching

frcm Fort Smith, Arkansas, to the Colorado of the West,
is completed as far as tbe appropriation would do it. It
Is now sufficient for any travel of troops, military sup¬
plies or emigrants. This route abounds in grass and wa¬
ter. offering very great advantages at this time for travel,which will be still further enhanced when the posts con¬
templated shall have been added to those already on tho
line.

UTAH.
Aflfairs in tho Territory of Utah remain very much as at

the date or my last annual report. The army (to inactive,
and stands in the attitude of a menacing force towards a
conquered and sullen people. I am satisfied that the pre¬
servation. of right and justice, through tho means of any
jurisprudence known or recognized by tb« people of the
United Plate?, to impossible in that Territory. It is go-
vemed practically, by a system which is in total disre¬
gard of the laws or constitution of the land. The laws of
tbc Mormon church and the will of the hierarchy are
alone potential there. Beyond a more outward show of
arqukeccnce in federal authority, they aro as irresponsi¬
ble to it oe uny foreign nation.
There is, in tho present attitude of aff*irs, scarcely any

necessity tor the presenco of troops in Utah, and they
wil) be otherwise disposed of in the coming season. There
ate no complaints of Indian hostilities towards the Mor¬
mon people. All other territories and people upon our
vast frontiers suiter from Indian depredations, but the
Mormon people enjoy an immunity from all their out¬
rages. For the protection of these pooplo against Indians
there is no necessity for the presence of a single soldier.
Mnrders and robberies of tho most attrocioJH character
have been perpetrated in the Territory upon emigrants
from the States journeying towards tho Pacific, and in
some of the most chocking instances by white men dis¬
guised as Indians. The general impression, so far as I
have been able to ascertain it, amongst those having op¬
portunity to know, is that these murders aro the work of
the Mormon poople themselves, sanctioned , If not directed,
by the authority of the Mormon church.

I cannot commend in terms too high the wise
prudence and offlcerlike conduct of the General
commanding tbo army in Utah. The diactpiino
of bis command Is admirable, ani Ha efficiency is
unsurpassed. Much has been done through the army
under command of General Johnstra, towards improving
the roads in Utah, and to give to the public a fuller know¬
ledge of the condition and resources of the Territory.
Captain J. H. Simpson, of the topographical engineers,
has, during the past season, explored and opened two
new routes from Camp Floyd to California, either of
which is about 260 miles shorter than the old emigrant
route by the way of tho Humboldt river, and far better
for grass, wood and wuter. Over both these routes he
cenducted a party of sixty -five men and a train of fourteen
wagons, and since his return to Camp Floyd, many emi¬
grants with large herds of cattle have pissed over the
route by which ho returned, which is the better of
the two. Itineraries for both ban? been furnished
to the public through the press Tn California and
Utah. Tho saving in time of travel by these roads
to emigrants for California is about fifteen days,
and for the mails about four. The saving in stock
and draught cattle on these routes over thoeo formerly
travelled, owing to pure water and abundant grass, is
estimated at twenty, five percent Ckptain Simpson has
also, nnder the instructions of General Johnstao, found a
new wagon road pass from the valley of the (treat Salt
Lalte, by the way of the Timpanagos river valley and Des
Cheeney's fork of the Uinta river, Into the valley of Green
river, which will shorten the route pursued by Colonel
Lorlng from Camp Floyd to Santa Fe probably as much as
eighty miles: and should a practicable pass be found
through the Rocky Mountains, by the way of White river,
through the middle part between the bead waters of the
Arkansas and the cache la Poudre, a tributary of the
Platte, a wagon road will be obtained through the Pike's
I'eak gold region, which will be considerably shorter to
the States than any we now have.

OCR TEXAN VKOMIKR.
More than the usual amount of disturbance has oc¬

curred during the past summer upon Marty the whole
line of our Texan frootler. Brevet Ma)or General Twiggs,
then the commander of that department, during the early
spring, issued orders for the abandonment of Fort Brewn,
and the concentration of the troops at other points upon
the Irontier higher up the Bio Grande. Doubtless tnat
officer supposed that no danger was likely to follow from
withdrawing the troops from a point opposite to a large
and flourishing Mexican town at a time when we were at
peace with that country. But these well grounded ex¬
pectations were disappointed. The banditti, whtch abound
in that part of Mexico, mustered their forces, crossed the
river, and, after plundering some ranches In the neigh-
borhood, threatened to sack and burn the town or
Brownsville. Imsaecilately upon receiving information .'
the danger which threatened the inhabitants, a force suf¬
ficient for their protection was ssnt to their defence.
There is every reason to believe that tranquility is re¬
stored to that quarter of 'the State.
The oondttien of things along the whole extent of our

Mexican boundary, some sixteen hundred miles In length,
demands Imperatively that Congress should adopt a policy
which shall give pesos and security to our citisens, and
reader punishment for crimes committed upon them by
Mexican banditti and savages residing within Mexican
territory prompt and oertatn. The chaotic condition of
the Mexican government throughout the northern pro¬
vinces renders every hope of the restoration of order by
public authority utterly vain. Indeed, the iocai govern¬
ments, if tfcey deserve the name, euooorage and perpe¬
trate manyU these wrongs. Our territory has been en¬
tered by them, our citisens have been robbed and mur¬
dered, whilst tfc« perpetrators of the crimes pass across
the borders, and claim immunity from pursuit and chas¬
tisement by our troops nnder tho treaty stipulations
of peace between (be two confederacies. Itoese treaty
stipulations, so far as they protect our citisens In

! the territories of Meilc->, an* contemned and do
spised. Our people, either resident or transient In their
territories, am imprisoned, robbed »nd banished without
even the form of trial, and with no more authority than
the arbitrary order of some petty usurper who may hold
temporally » ]%ai ceuunoea. nu» condition of thing*

is do leaa bnrtfW) M Met f Ui» to our
Tbelr settlements have ra l<l J rcnede* before the kMur
alonssf tbeJndkn tribe ,« Hob, from the anarcU/
prevails llwr in iMk 10 repel; KUd la sonte [l(w.
deserts many hundred .»iks In extent have been s;0iit
by the savsgea out of .»'!' menta onon prosperous, happ;
and secure. These wefU»« abousd Hi 6ttmau>, h >11 am

mineral wealth unrpiifHd If kity An the oouUnout, an

instead of affording a homo for a thrifty au I p<ac t

population, constitute a harbor and a hiding plaoo wr

savages and banditti, where they Mve socuroly, and from
whence they issue at will to ravage our oountry and inur

tier our people. Jj»y notion of Oongresa whloh wool
. emody wis state of things would be a great benefit I* too

Mexican people and a blessing to our own.
iurpks's rSHBY.

The recent conspiracy and effort at Insurrection an

plunder attempted at Harper's Ferry ooMUtiu* ulto

Sllier one of the most surprising and startling episodes il

b history of our oountry. A fanatical mw, etimuUtot
1 to recklessness and desperation by the constant teaching*

and Intemperate appeals of wild *nd tre»soniiblo sntbu
I rlaiti. unrestrained by the coast mUou an<l i»wm of tn«

land, by the precepts of religion, by the ap|>eals of hu
man ity or of mercy, formed a conspiracy to make a sud¬
den descent upon the people ol Harper's Ferry to rob
the arsenal, plunder the public property, and stir up ser

vile Insurrection. The piu devised and the m >de o( ox<*

cuting It were such as to promise uvery hqpe of Buncota
The conspirators rented a farm in the State of Mary land
within a few miloa of Harper's Forry, where th-iy re

matned for some months, apparently following poocofiu,
probably useful pursuits, during whieh time they look
effectual means to conciliate the kind feelings of fhe people

of the adjacent country , and particular ly thoceofthe village
of llarper'B Feiry. They became perfectly familiar with
all the localities of the place, streets, houses, arsenals and
workshops, bo that its contemplated seizure might be ef¬
fected at any hour of the night without confusion or any
unusual movement calculated to attract attention or
arouse suspicion. They knew perfectly the universal and
ur<sui>pecting security of the entire population. Up to the
night of that attack there never was a man within the
Commonwealth of Virginia who went to hia bed with the
slightest apprehension of danger from attack by ciUieu.i
of the United Kates in any numbers, from any region, or
lor uny purpose whatever. The sense of profound secu¬
rity was perfect and absolute, paving also no apprehen¬
sion whatever of the slave population (and this assurance
was fully justified by the event,) nothing could be more
favorable for the consummation of the diabolical de¬
signs of the oonspirators. Having cut the telegraphic
wires, they enterod, under the cover of night, unmo
tested and unobserved, into the village, seized upua the
solitary watchman placed at the arsenal as protection
against Arc only, ana possessed themselves, speedily, of
all the buildings oontalning arms or suitable for defeuce.
The next movement was to seise the principal men of the
place, with whom their long residence near there had
made them acquainted, and eonflno them securely under
tlielr ownControl These arrests were mads singly, and
in every instance by several perfectly armed tnen, who
conveyed their prisoners to the place of confinement.
This process was carried 00 throughout the night, and ex¬
tended not only to the village, but to the country around.
When the morning came and the Btate of tilings was

partially uncovered, the people of the Tillage gathered to
the scene of~coofuek>n about the arsenal. The ooospira
tois now oommenced a tire upon the citizens. Then,
for the first time, did the atrocious designs of these
men fully appear, and, strange as it may seem, it
was only then discovered that the citiaoDS of the
place were almost wholly without arms and am¬
munition of aDy soil. Presently, however, some arnn
and ammunition, not in possession of the plunderers,
were found, when the men of the village, and those who
had assembled from the neighborhood, arming them¬
selves, Immediately returned the Are of the assailants
with such edict that In the course of a few hours they
were driven from their positions, and all either killed or
wounued, with the exception of the leader and hall a
rioccn otheiB of Ids party, who were driven into an on¬
line house, whither they tied for security. They carried
along with them ttn sr twelve of the prisoners they had
taken the nicht before, who were to be used as hostages,
as the robbers alleged, to prevent the Ore of the citizens
outside from being directed toward themselves in the
bouse where they had taken shelter.
Throughout the whole day on Monday, from twelve

o'clock, at which time intelligence of the outbreak reached
this city, the most exaggerated accounts weru received of
tho state of things at Harper's Ferry, and the number of
l>erEonB engaged tfc it. Prompt measures, however, were
taken, and Brevet Colonel Robert K. Lee, of the First
cavalry, was at once summoned to lake command of a
.letaebment of marinte and two coatiianies of vohmtjers
from Frederick, Maryland, who had promptly offered
their services. The troops left Ibis city by the afternoon
train, and, taking up t'>:e volunteers on the way, reached
the scene of action duringihe night.
The next morniDg at an early hour Colonel Lee gave

orders to the marines to attack and carry the house where
the conspirators were strongly barricaded, which wag
very promptly and gallantly done, with the loss of one
man killed, another wounded. Colonel loe's report of
his proceedings is herewith communicated, which given all
ether Information on the subject thought to be of Into-
rett.

( have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe¬
dient servant, JOHN B. FLOYD,
The I'RxsiDrrrr. Secretary of War.

OUR NAVY.

Annual Report of the leertUry of the Haty
for Hm fear 1859*

JJivi VaPAxnun, Dee. 2, 1869.
Sir.In the month of February last the expedition to

Paraguay was brought to a successful issue. By your di¬
rection I bad taken the necessary steps to concentrate a

rXr*ytig parftl f«rw of 10 veeeels, oArrylflf 900 guns and

'2,600 men, well supplied with ammunition, small arms

RDd whatever was necessary to its sucoess, In the water*
of the La Plata. It consisted of the frigate Sabine, Flag
Officer W. B. Shubrick, Captain H. A. Adams; the frigate
St. Lawrence, Flag Officer F. Forest, Captain J. B. Hull;
the BloopB-of-war Falmouth, Commander E. Farrand, and
Preble, Commander T. A. Jenkins; the brigs Dolphin,
Commander Charles Steedman; Bainbridge, Lieutenant
Ommanding F. B. Renshaw, and Perry, Lieutenant Com¬
manding H. L. Tilgbman; the steamers Memphis, Com¬
mander J. B. Marchand; Atalanta, Commander D. B.
Rldgeley; Caledonia, Commander A. L. Case; Southern
Star, Commander A. X. Pennock; Westernport, Comman¬
der T. T. Bunter; Fulton, Lieutenant Commanding J.J,
Almy ; Water Witch, Lieutenant Commanding R. B. Po¬

grom; the M- W. Cbapin, Lieutenant Commanding W.
Ronckendortf ; Metacomet, Lieutenant Commanding W. H.
Macomb; the revenue steamer Harriet lane, Captain John
Fuunce, and Uie armed storesbips Supply, Lieutenant
Sonimwiding F. Stanly, and Release, Lieutenant Com¬
manding W. A. Parker.
Tbe frigate Sabine, with Flag Officer Shubrick, to whom

the expedition was entrusted, ami Mr. Bowlin, tbe
special commissioner to Paraguay, left New York October
17, 1868, arrived at tbe La Plata December 18, and found
most of the vessels comprising the ex)>cdition already
tbere. On the 30th of the same month Mr. Bowllnau't Flag
Officer Shubrick left Montevideo, 'with the steamers Fulton
and Water Witch, to ascend the river, and on tho 26th day
of January arrived with them at Asuncion, the capital of
Paraguay. On the 10th of February the commissioner
took formal leave of the President of Paraguay, having
fully accomplished the objects of his mission. The rota¬
tions of the two countries having been restored and placed
upon tbe most cordial footing, a new commercial treaty
and a special convention having been executed, and satis¬
factory apologies and Indemnities made, tbe Fulton and
Water Witch, with the commissioner and (lag officer, on
the morning of the 18th of February proceeded down tho
river. All the vessels intended for the expedition and capa¬
ble ofascending tbe river , excepting two of the least import¬
ance, were above Rosario in time to have acted in case ofne¬
cessity. Die Fulton, Water Witch, Harriet Lane, Atalanta,
We.-ternport, Memphis, Caledonia, Southern Star, I'reble,
Dolphin, Perry, Bainbridge, Release, Supplv, and the Ar.
genlina, carrying 1,740 men, exclusive of oommanding
officers, and 78 guns, lucluding 23 9 inch shell guns, and
one 11-inch shell run, had overcome the currents, shoals,
sand bars, and other difficulties and obstructions of a long
and tedious river navigation, were reported ready for ser¬
vice, and were in a position to operate against Paraguay.
To tbe zeal, energy, discretion, and courteous and gallant
bearing of Flag Officer Shubrick and tbe officers under hia
command, in conducting an expedition far into the inte¬
rior of a remote country, encountering not only great
physical difficulties, but tbe fears and apprehensions and
prejudices of numerous States, and to tho good conduct or
the brave men under their command, is tbe country
largely indebted not only for the success of the enterprise
but for the friendly feeling towards the United States
which now prevails in all that part of South America.
The expense of the expedition was defrayed out of the

ordinary appropriations for the naval service, except the
sum of 1289 ,0000 appropriated by Congress on the 8d of
March last, to pay lor tbe charter or purchase of the six
screw steamers and one Bido-wheel steamer, which, from
the deficiency of light draught vessels in the navy capa¬
ble of navigating the Parana and the Paraguay,K nad be¬
come necessary to charter for the occasion. They were
chartered accordingly for six months or longer, wtth the
privilege of an election en the part of the United States to
convert the charter into a purchase at stipulated prices,
and to apply all payments for tbe use of the vessels In
part payment of tbe purchase money. The suras due for
the use of them amounted to 1187,093, aad the balance,
$161,307, would effect a purchase of these seven vessels.
The election was made, and by tbe payment of that
sum tho department was released from ita contract
to restere them to their former condition, aad they
became the property of the government They
have since been fitted for the service In which
tbey are now engaged. Five of them are employed
on tbe coasts of Africa and Oaba: one between tbe Wash¬
ington and Gosport Navy Yards, in lieu of the Water
Witch, which has also been sent to the coast of Cuba; and
tbe other, the side-wheel steamer, hi the La Plata and its
tributaries, sa part of the Braiil squadron. The cost of
maintaining these seven vessels in commission is not
much greater than that of maintaining a single steam
frigate.

svrnuwiox or raw inucaj» slave nunc.
Tbe purchase of these steamers enabled tbe department

to adopt more efficient measures for the suppression of
the African slave trade. Being ot light draught, those on
the African slave coast wfll enter harbors and rivers
where the slave traffic originates, while those on the
coast of Cuba will frequent Its harbors, cruise In the track
of tbe slave traders on both sides of the Island, and will
be very snro to intercept such as may escape the vigi-
lanoe of the former. Eight steamers have keen detailed
to suppress this trade, four to aruiaa on the coast of
Guinea, and an equal number on the coast of Ouba, two
on sach side of the Island. It Is Intended to employ an¬
other steamer to cruise between New Orleans, Mobile, Fen-
sacola andKey West, for that and other purposes, as soon
as she can be spared from other objects. To enable the
African squadron, now consisting of three sloops of war
and four steamers, to be constantly In tho neighborhood
of the places where tbe traJBe la carrled.on, tho depot of
naval supplies has been removed from Porto Praya, In
latitude irorth 16 decrees, near Cape do Verde, to St. Paul
do Loando, m latitude south 8 degree*. Under the for
mer arrangement the vessels of the sqnadron then sailing
vessels onlv in tw where calms prevail were most of the
Una employed li> making the voyage from the proper

5R1TLr.r'fE^r^r.Mb under the present arrangement It wfll uUtm
to necessary for them to be absent, and then lor a
short Mmo .nlv. Tbla constant preeenoe of a squadron
of ateus vessels an the coast of Afnoa, and a similar pro-
vtaion on the tout of Cuba, will render U>o slave traffic
ta dangerous for American vessels that few will be wil¬
ting to embark In It What tha effect of breaking up the
trade will be upon the United Stales or Oubag It la not ue
eeaaary to Inquire; certainly under the laws of Congress
and aw treaty obligations it la Ike duty af the executive
government to see that our dtlaene shall not be engaged
to It, and that our flag shall net be uaed for Ha purposes.

DuniB or raiuvY.
Since the commencement of the present (administration

twenty steam vessels have been added to the navy.thir¬
teen by construction, and the aforementioned seven by
parches*. Those authorised to be built by the act of
March 8, 1167, are the Lancaster, Penaaoola, Brooklyn,Hartford and Richmond. The Lancaster and Hartford are
respectively the Ik^ahipaofUie Pacific and But Indiasquad¬
rons. The Brooklyn is attached to the home squadron.
The Penaaoola and the Richmond are ready for their ma¬
chinery, and aa food as it Is erected on them will be
ready for sea. These ships have steam power as aux¬
iliary to calls, are armed with heavy nine, ten and eleven
inch Dabigren shell guns, and will have the speed of
twelve statute miles an hour at sea under steam alone.
Tbe aeven steam serew sloops of- war, Mohican, Narra

gaosett, Iroquois, Wyoming, Pawnee. Daootoh and Semi¬
nole. and tho sidewhoel steamer Saginaw, which' wore au¬
thorised by the act of June 12, 1868, have been launched,
and aro all in commission except tho Pawnee, the Daoouh
and the Seminole, which are waiting lor their machinery.
In these ships steam is the principal motive power, and
sails auxiliary The eontractors for the machinery have
guaranteed the speed.for the Pawnee, sixteen statute
miles an hour; for the Dacotab, tlfteeu miles, both under
heavy penalties; for the other live, eighty revo¬
lutions of the propeller in a minute, a velocity
which, to the Wyoming.the only oue yet tried.
has given fourteen miles on hour, without the use
of sails. The draught of four of them is thirteen feet;
of the other three, ten feet; and the armament consists
principally of heavy shell guns. The sidewheel steamer
Saginaw ba« a draught of seven feet only, and will carryalight armament of 82 and 24- pounders.
The Pensscola and the Seminole have b<«n built at tbe

navy yard xi Florida, and are the tirst sbipe of-war con
strutted there. They are fully equal in construction to
those which have been built at the other navy yards, and
are highly creditable to that establishment. It baa given
full proof that It is able to build a ship-of-war in the best
manner, and that in point of economy, as well as skill, it
is not Inferior to any other, Situated, as it to, on the Gulf
of Mexico, in the vicinity of the waters where our ships
most be much employed for the protection of some of the
greatest interests of ibe country , it eminently deserves,
certainly as much as others, the fostering care of Oon-
press. Tbe mschinery for these vessels has necessarily
been constructed at other establishments.
The Saginaw has been built on the Pacific side, at the

Mare Island Navy Yard iu California. It has b- eu well
and economically built, both the vessel aud the machine¬
ry. It proves tbe comt»'Uticy of the government to meet
tbe demands of tho navy, both for construction and re¬

pair in the Pacific Ocean without doubling Cape Horn. We
can undoubtedly construct, repair aud maintain a Pacific
tquadron, frunt the timber and other resources of Culi
lornia and Oregon, with but little aid from tbe Atlantic
side, aud that aid can be furnished without much incon¬
venience, by the comparatively short way of the isthmus.
The vojage around Cape Harti is long, tedious and expen¬
sive, and though it may be often necessary to be repeated
for many reasons, and among others lor the advantages,,
to lie derived from the presence ol a ship of war at vari¬
ous points on tbe route, yet it is obvious that the efficiency
of a naval force In the Pacific will be much enhanced by
the policy of maintaining an efficient navy yard on th.it
coatt.

Although1 our naval force has been thus in¬
ert ared by tbe addition of twenty steam vessels,
yet I beg leave most respectfully to renew
tbe recommendation which I had tbe honor to make a

jev ago of a still further increase of the nuvy. The cost
of these twenty steam vessels bus beeu less than live mil¬
lions of dollars, while the sum retained in tbe treasury by
the policy adopted at the last session of Congress of sus¬
pending improvements in the navy yards aud restricting
the appropriation for equipment and repair, has amount¬

ed, during (he present fiscal year, to more than three mil¬
lions of dollars; and if Congress shall continue the policy
of suspending these improvemen s during the next fiscal
rear according to the estimates now submitted, there will
be retained In th? treasury a million and a half or two
millions snore. Thus it may be said that tho treasury will
he nearly or quite indi mnilicd for the cost of this in¬
crease ol' twenty steam vessels in the navy by a corres¬
ponding retrenchment of naval expenditure. But, inde¬
pendently of tny consideration of this kind, the protection
of our coast and coasting trade on the Atlantic
and Pacific sides of the continent, of Ave mil¬
lions of commercial tonnage, six hundred mil¬
lions of foreign exports aud Imports, and of American
citizens and interests in all parts of tbo world, impera¬
tively requires a more efficient and powerful naval lorce

' than wc now have at command. Instead of |*>rpetuating
old vessels which never can be made effective in naval
warfare, or impending millions In constructing a few large
ships which are likely to perish or be sujierseded before
they will bo wanted, H is earnestly recommended to
prosecute with vigor the line of policy which has been
adopted by Congress, and to add to the navy a much
larger number of steamships, which can be maintained at
comparatively small cost, aro a constant and pressing
necessity at houie and abroad, can go wherever they may
be needed, and can Insure protection aud security to our
widely extended coast, our rapidly increasing commerce,
and to American citizens and interests wherever they
may be found. It is a source of extreme regret and
mortification that we aro now tim«« oblige
to sit by passively and see in some foreign coun¬
tries citizens or the United States imprisoned, plundered,
and BsurdrrMi, lutaueo tho executive has not the mnuim
to protect or redress them. I bog leave to refer to the
views expressed in my last annual report, and without
repeating them now, to urge them again with renewed
earnestness.

M-iKLN'E C0KT8, *TC.
Tbe iDcrca.v' of the ntvy which has for some years past

been gradually taking place, and its increased activity,
have rendered nect ssary a corresponding increase In its
marine, medical and purser's departments. The marino
corps is an indispensable branch of the naval service.
It furnishes the guard of every naval station, of every
receiving ship, and of every ship of-war of the United
States that goes to sea. At home we have bad occasion

to appreciate Its prompt and disciplined energy in main¬
taining law, order and government against outbreaks

of Illegal violence. It to a gallant little band upon which
rest tbo most widely extended duties at homo aud in every
sea and clime, without sufficient numbers to perform them.
Very much the same may be said of the medical corps of
tbe navy. They are designed to bo guardians of the life
and health of the officers, seamen, marines and others in
this branch of the public service, not only at shore sta¬
tions, but at sea, when far removed from other medical
aid, exposed themselves also to the hazards of sua. aud
climate. And yet the government has not authorized a
sufficient number of them to perform the necessary duty,
aiid officers and men arc sometimes obliged, wbilo In ro-
mote service, to forego the additional chances of life an 4
health which competent medical assistance usually af¬
fords. In the purser's department wo ttnd the same de¬
ficiency. Not only are duties imposed on the naval officer
which are not appropriate or congenial to his profession,
or to his position in command, but, contrary to our most
cherished public policy, the public moneys arc taken
fiom the public treasury and placed in individual
bands without bond or surety. I beg leave to refer
to facts and suggestions on these subjects presented
in the last annual report from this department, and
to renew the recommendations which 1 then made.

2uvai. jtcjtDurr.
The Naval Academy continues under the superinten¬

dence of Captain George S Blake, and I have the most
gratifying evidence of the proficiency of the pupils in all
tbe branches of their profession. Twenty acting midship¬
men graduated iu Jane; one hundred and thirty -three
have since been permitted to be examined for admission
and of these eighty -six were found qualified aud admitted.

For the purpose of increasing the efficiency of the navy,
without materially increasing the annual charge upon tho
treasury, I have transferred the new members of tho
fourth class of acting midshipmen to tho etoop-of-war
Plymouth, attached to tbe academy, thereby enlarging
the accommodations provided there without the expense
of new buildings; and arrangements have been already
made to accommodate eighty live pupils and their instruc¬
tors on board of that vessel.

This measure is a decided Improvement It lias been
accomplished with greatfacility and at in considerable ex¬

pense. It subjects the pupils to stricter discipline and
closer supervision. At the outset of their studies it intro¬
duces and attaches tbem to naval life, and makes every
part of aship-of-war and their duties connect* i with it as
familiar as household words. It enables tho dejrertment
more fully to carry into effect tho act of Congress of
August 8, 1848, which authorises the number of 464 mid¬
shipmen, being at the time of the passage of that act
two to each Congressional and Territorial district. At the
close of the last academic year there were but one hun¬
dred and ninety-seven mi lshipmen in the navy. Tbe
deficiency of so many young, active, and efficient naval
officers in tbis important grade has been felt In tbe dis¬
cipline of the service. It has been partially supplied
by rating enlisted seamen and landsmen as master's
mates to the number of about one hundred and
fixty, at an annual expense of more than $60,000,
to perform the proper duties of midshipmen. It
must be obvious that here is a wide door open for im¬
provement, as tbe expense to the government of master's
mates is about aa great as that or midshipmen, while In
the place of these enisled men will be substituted well

I taught and well disciplined graduates of the Naval
Academy.
The board of officers appointed to witness the annual

examinations have made a highly favorable report of the
general management, discipline and polioe of the
academy. They recommend that no candidate he ad¬
mitted onder the age of fifteen instead of fourteen, as the
requirement now is; that the time of reporting for ad¬
mission be the 1st of Jane, Instead of the 20th of Septem¬
ber: that the French and Spanish languages enter into the
Onal examination of mktshlpmsn, and have due weight in
determining their relative standing; that, besides the
practice ship, a small screw steamer be attached to tbe
academy; that the pupils be instructed in tbe duties of
engineering, in the manufacture of fireworks, and all
ordnanoe matter in which gunpowder and Its con
stituents enter; that a short oourse of naval architecture
bo introduced; and they make other suggestions which, in
their opinion, would increase the thooretioal and practical
knowledge of tbe pupils of the academy.
The sloop-of-wtrPlymouth, Commander T. T. Craven,has

made the annoal cruise wl'b lot of the acting midshipmen.
She visited the ports of Plymouth, In England; Brest, in
France, CkdJx, In Spain, and Funcnal, in Madeira. Tbe
great government establishments of Plymouth an«l Brest
were visited by the acting midshipmen, on invitation of
the authorities In oommand at those places. Commander
Craven's report, which is herewith submitted, affords evi¬
dence of a high degree of proficiency ou tho part of the
pupils in their practical duties. Those of the first class
were entrusted with the navigation of the ship, and ac¬
quitted themselves in a very creditable manner.

SQUADRONS.
The Home Squadron, under the command of Flag Offi¬

cer W. McClancy, consists oT the steam frtpate Koanoke,Captain W H. Gardner; the frigate Sabine, Captain B. A.
Adams; tho steam sloop of-war Brooklyn, Captain D. (J.
Farrsgiit; the sk*>p*of war Savannah, CfcpUm Jo*. Jar
vis Saratoga, Commander Thos. Turner; Jamestown.
CunmaBder C. H. A. H. Kennedy; St. I/wls, Commander

C H. Poor; Preble, Commander T. A. Jenkins; tbe steam¬
er Crusader, Lieutenant Commanding J. N. Maffit; Mo-

Hfcwk, I>aUDtnt OnauatoitM T A dfevtorWViMMto,
Lieutenant Comnwtiox F. htaniy; Water WHch, lieu
tenant Commanding L a Sartori: and Morerittp Relief,
Oommander & M. Dure, flag Officer J. M. Melnkwb, wbe
commanded the »qu*dron until Junrr, waa then, u
bis vwa reqnert, ou aooount of 111 health, detaahed from
tike command. The Pulton was ordered to the coast ef
Cub* to cruise for eUven, but having been disabled, the
Water Witch haa taken her place.
On the 26th ef November, 1868, Flag Officer Melntoah

arrived at Ban Juan de Nicaragua In the steam frigate
Roanoke. Learning that two officers from the British
steam frigate Valorous, theu lying in that port, had a few
days before visited the steamer Washington, on her arri¬
val there with passengers bound to California, and whtlo
on board of her closely questioned her oommander, he
opened a correspondence with llie senior British ofDoer
present, requesting an explanation. It was given in a
hank and candid manner. The visit was avowed to be
one of friendly inquiry, usually made by ships of war
when vessels enter a port whero they are lying, and not
an attempt to revive the practice of search, against whlfch
this government a few months previous had taken decisive
measures. The explanation was satisfactory to Flag Oil)
oer Melntoah, whose course on this occasion waa regarded
as prompt and Judicious, and received the warm approval
of the department.
The St. Louie joined the squadron in February,

the Brooklyn In March, the Preble in June,
and the Sabine in August The Jamestown,
St. Louts and Freble have been cruising most of the
time on the coast of Nicaragua; the Brooklyn, Savannih
aud Saratoga on tlial of Mexico. The flagship Roanoke
has been much in the neighborhood of Aspinwall, occa¬
sionally alternating with one of the vessels on the coast ot
Nicaragua. In May she atlorded Mr. Jones, United States
Minister to Bogota, a passage from Aspinwall to Cartha-
gena.
The Brooklyn having leftNew York in February, vlsitel

Beaufort, South Carolina; thence proceeded to ("Ort ail
Prince and Aux Cayes, to protect our interests from Buf¬
fering by the revolution then prevailing in tlayti. and
thence proceeded to Aspinwall, where she arrived March
12. On the 23d she set sail for Vera Cruz, u> ail Mr.
McLane, United States Minister to Mexico, in the accom¬
plishment of his mission. In September she afforded him

a passage to Mobile, and recently, on his return to Mexico,
she has afforded him a passage to Vera Cruz.

In July the Sabine visited St Domiugocity to afford pro¬
tection to American citizens residing there.
On the 13th of August the St. Louis was despatched

from Aspinwall to Carthagena, as the presence of a man¬
or-war in that poit was deemed necessary to protect oar
citizens during the revolution in Bolivia.
The Savannah was ordered to Boston to recruit, as her

officers and crew bad suffered from the climate of Mexico
and Central America. She arrived there in July, and in
August returned again to the coast of Mexico.
The steamers Crusader, Mohawk, Wyandotte and Water

Witch are eroding on the ooast of Cuba, the first two on
the north, the others on the south side of the Island, for
the suppression of the African slave trade suppoeoi to be
carried on there In American vessels.
Ou the 16th or November Lieutenant Craven, com¬

manding the Mohawk, discovered a brig at an¬
chor, about twelve miles from Sagua U Grande. On
sending a boat to examine her, at its approach her
crew were seen to leave In their boat. Ou boarding her
she wai supposed to be the Cygnet, or Baltimore, aud bad
evidently rcctnlly landed a cargo of slaves. No papers
were found ou board, excepting some loose memoranda
and bills. Possession was takeu of her, and she wus
towed by the Mohawk to Key West and turned over to the
United StaU s Marshal.
The I'nited States steamer Fulton, G. G. Williamson,

commander, sailed from Norfolk on the i&tli of August
for the south side of Cuba, to be there employed on special
service. Shortly after Ituvrog Key West, where she
called for a supply of coal and water, mauy of her officers
and crew were attacked by fever, among whoui were the
commander, purser and master of tho vessel. When oft
Cape Antonio, the sick list increasing, an epidemic fever
being apprehended, it was deemed a measure of prudence
and sslety to reeoit to a healthy location for a few days,
and her course was directed to ftie Tortugas. Tho
weather threatening and a high sea running, it
was dangerous to approach the reefs, and it
w:t8 tl.cn determined to run for Pensacot.i,
wind and sea favorltg it. The wind soon became a gale,
and a little after one o'clock on the morning of the 161*1
of September the Fulton w.'nt ashore at Si. Rosa bland,
about twenty five miles east of Fort Pickens, in Florida.
No lives were lost most of the public property on board
was saved, and by the untiring industry aud energy of
those connected with the navy yard at Pensicola, assist¬
ed by ber < Ulcers and crew, she wus again put afloat and
taken to l'ensacola, where she still remains. The de¬
partment ordered a court of inquiry und, upon the facta
reported by it, deemed no further proceedings to be ne¬
cessary.
The Pacific Squadron has been commanded by Flai Ofll-

miU Montgomery. The former was detached
and the latter succecded him in August. The steam frt-'
gate Merrtaiac, Commander R B. Hitchcock; the Earner
baranac, Capt R Ritchie; the sloops of war St Mary's
ammander W. D. PorUr; UvL, ^in^L^w'
E. Hunt , Vanaaha, Commander A. Sinclair Deca
tor, Commander H. K. Tbatchcr : Cyane', Co£.
mander S. Ixickwood ; the steamship 1An¬

gler, Captain J. Kudd, and the storeship Warren Iieu-
Boyleha\e been attached to the squadron

The steam hlooj) Wyoming, Commander J. K. Mitchell
has received her orders and is on her way tojoin it The
steam sloop Narragansett, Commander T. A. Hunt is in
commission and will soon follow them. The Mern^
and Vandalia have been dctacbed and aro on their wav
to the Atlantic States. The Decatur hWW putU of
commiseion at the navy yard in California. Commander
C. U. Davis commanded the bt. Marys until the 21at ot

D IhoXJn l' WhCU * WM 'UCCe.d4d b' C°m®anS:r r!
VUo Mortimac arrived at Realejo, in Nicaragua No¬

vember 7, 1868, from a cruise to the SandwichlalaiidH
touch'nB at Auaruico. She remained on the coast until'
SfiJZifcZM operate with General
i> J " r <0 -Nicaragua, and ihen vfelted l'«u.,n.
Paila, Caliao, and returning, visited Guayaquil, PaTuTami

f fi?r rZ|' "B arriv?1d at l'auwiia August 15, where Flag
Officer Long was relieved by his successor.

r. »,,'i^U,ary '!* .S*ranac Proceeded from Panama to
Can} mas to protect American citizens there, touching at
k jLan dcl huri San BIus and Mazatlan, and, returning
stopped at San Bias, Acapulco, Vcntosa, Keal.jo and Sa£'
ii'llf.t arriving again at Panama April 6, 1859. In
J.ay she procced< d to Caliao for repairs, and, touching at
1 una and Guayaquil, returned to Panama.
The Decatur having been for some time at Realoio to

co operate with our Minister, was despatched in January
to the Gulf of Fonesca, to arrest an illegal expedition
against Nicaragua, which it was apprehended would

d *W£'*r,aocc P«nL She visited La Union
returned to Healejo, was sent to San Juan del Sur re¬
turned to Roalejo, and thenoc proceeded to San Francisco
and in May was put out of commission.

'

The Vandalia, Commander Arthur Sinclair, having been
In June, 186b, despatched from Panama on a six months
cruise amen* the island of the South Pacific, rendered
important service to citizens of Uie United States trading
with those distant islands, or thrown upon them by shin

7m,' .
Ucno md Pitcairn's islands she rescued the

ww?\k a
an llnFP,llt?cr8 (more than forty in num

ber) ot the American clipper ship Wild Wave, wrecked
on her passage irom San Francisco to Valparaiso At
Waya, one of the Fecjee Islands, two American citizens
engaged iu trading with that island, had been murdered
by the natives. Commander Sinclair male a demand for
the* perpetrators ci tho outrage, and was aneweieU with
defiance. An expedition was immediately despatched
"

l it
10 assault and destroy the princi¬

pal village on the island. Lieut. Gildweti had withhim
Assistant Surgeon TriH, Lieut. Ilamsay, of the marines
Master s Mate liartieIt, and forty seamen and ten ma

m e?vag<'8 fcI' 8fcure in their position,
which could be approached only through deep ra-
vines tilled with rocks, chasms and precipices With
indomitable perseverance the expedition, near^
five hours march, reached the vlTlago. A fierce
conflict ensued between them and about 800 natiye war-

riors, which resulted in the defeat of the latter The
gallantry coolness and bravery displayed by officers and
men was in the highest degree commendable. Fourteen
ol their warriors killed, including two of their chiefs
several wounded, and more than a hundred of their huts
otstroyed. taught the savages a lesson which will be re
membered in those barbarous islands. Tho expedition
w»s conducted most successfully throughout, and without
loss of life on the part of the Americans, although se¬
veral were wounded.

® 1

The Vandalia arrived at San Francisco early in Decern-
ber, and after some repairs proceeded towards Panama
touching at intermediate ports. At Guaymas she remain-
mamed three weeks, the country being in a revolutionary
state. Returning to Panama, she remained there untU
September, and then set sail for New York
The St. Marys, in October, 1858, was ordered to

Guaymas to efiect the liberation of Jesu Ainsa re

presented to be a citizen of the United States in confine¬
ment there, but he was liberated beforo her arrival.
Being informed that another citizen of the United States
Frederick Goerlitz, was imprisoned there, Commander
Davis at once demanded the grounds ol it His interfo
rcncereeuKed In tbo Immediate release of the prisoner
While the St Marys was on the coast ofE Ll

ccuntry was in a turbulent and revolutionary state Tho
presence of tho St. Marys, and the energetic measures of
Commander Davis, went far to relieve the fears and Dro-
serve the property of our oountrymen. While her pre¬
sence was necessary at Guaymas. a detachment or her
officers and men was despatched to Mazatlan in a

brigantine placed by the American Surveying Com-
mission at the disposal of Commander Davis Th«
particular object the expXon £s io .
tain information of tne condition of affairs about Mazatlan
to learn If any citizens or the United States ba<i
th?£ ,!!? °L °PPrc»cd, and to afford
thim all possible relief. Tb6 service was nAffnrmaH
mwt "toktfjrily by Lieutenant J. a Maory and those
associated with him. From Guaymas the St Marvs nm
ceeded to Maiatlan, thence to Acaputoo'vrtero shL^i

?i if0*? and her officers and crew were
relieved on toe 2let February by a relief crew sent Ant

across the bthmus of Panama under the command of
Commander R. D. Thorburn. Tbo latter havine bnm a«n»

home, Commander W. D. Portir s^SM^in
command, andjollied her at Panama on the2d JiJy

j£eRLJUry" proceeded to Guaymas with Z'-
structions from the department to protest againat thn nn

pressire and illegal IrStment oT Z
VniU* 3tate^^ tho wt£,

¥**7* there on the 16th

.be^^wh^K presented, and when,

'be Home and Pacific squadrons
^ n"««»lly>rg«, and their servioe unusually

rZilll a
Moount of the unsettled state of Mexico,

Central Amertea, and some of the States of South America.
* been required not only to protect trade

and commerce, and to resist tho unlawful search or sei
cure of American veesels under the protection of our flag,
¦but they have been required to be on the alert to arrest
and prevent all unlawful expeditions from the United
States, and to protect tho public mails and the persons
and property of American cltisens In their transit between
the Atlantic and Pacific Slates, and the persons and prop¬
erty of American citizens on the iaod or on the water

[ wherever they might be accessible. These arduous duties
have been faithfully performed.
The Brazil Squadron has been successivelycommanded

by Flag Officers Forrest, Shubrtck and Sands. In the
coutsc of the year, as already mentioned, the Sabine, St

1 lawrence, t'almootti, Preble, Memphis, Alalanta, Caledo-
dia, Iiolphin, Southern Star, WcFteruoort, Pulton, Bain-

bridge, Water Witch, I"erry, Cliapin, lletacomet, the
Harriet lane, and the Horesnips Supply and Ro
lease have been attached to iL It now censista of
the frigate Onngross, Oipta'n I. M. Ootdsborouah
the Dolphin, commander Charles Steedmao ; the

fury, Lfcf&imttt Cbmmandtag JL L. THghman; the BUfl-
fcrldge, Lieutenant Commanding M. WoodhaU; the .
er Pulaski, Lieutenant Commanding W. B. Muomb: ud
the storesnip Release, UtUeout Commanding George WHarrison.
Commander Steedman wu tho senior offloer on the ato

tion from the return of the Paraguay expedition nntti tha
arrival of Flag Offloer Sands, and was employed princi¬pally in the vicinity of the La Plato. The difficult!^ be¬
tween the Argentine Confederation an 1 the province of
Buenos Ayrea made it necessary to have a naval fjroe at
hand to guard the interoeu of American ciiUena supposed
to he endangered by them.
The Mediterranean Squadron nndor the command of

Flag Officer E. A. F. LavaJlette, has counted of the steam
frigate Wabaali, Optain a Barron, and the sloop-of-warMacedonian, Captain U. P. Levy. The Wabaah ha* been
ordered home, and the new steam sloop Iroquois, Oom-mander ). S. J"aimer, will aoou be on her way to replaosher.
The Wabash viattcd Beyrout, m Syria, November 2,18fib, for tbe purpoae of investigating the outrages com¬

mitted at the house of Mr. Dlckaou,near Jaffa, the
murder of Mr. Steinbeck. All the persona inplicated
except one, were arrested, the finding in their
esses made up and transmitted to the supreme authorityat Conslactinople, where the prisoners have since been
eentenced to Imprisonment and hard labor for life. Tho
visit of the VabMh had a salutary effect upon the lawless
tribes who inhabit tbe mountains of the interior. Tbe
Wabash cruised along tbe coaat of Syria, touched at vari-
ous ports, snd received assurances from the Pachas of
their great desire to protect the rights and interests of
American citizens in Syria. She also visited Jaffa, and it
waa evident that geod results were produood. She also
vltited Alexandria and Constantinople. When tho war
broko out in Italy itbecame necessary lor tbe Wabaah and
the Macedonian to /amain on that coaat for the protection
of American Interests. Although tbe aquadroa
waa small, tbe service waa most effectuallyI performed. When the war terminated the Macedonian
was sent to Smyrna and the coast of Syria. Tbe Wabaab
arrived at Tunia October 8, having conveyed tbe Ameri¬
can Conaul, Mr. Nicholson, from Marseilles to that port,

a here Flag < 'Hirer Lavallette and tbe Conanlwere received
by the Pey of Tunis with distinguished honors. The Wa¬
bash proceeded to Messina and Palermo, to Naples where
she received her orders to return to the United State*.
The Esat Inula &i«iauron ha« consisted of the steim

frigates Powhatan, Captain 0. V. Pearson-, Minnesota,Captain S. F. Dupont; Mississippi, Captain W. C. Nichol¬
son: and the aloopofwar tiermantown, Commander R.
L. Page, under Flag Officer J. Tatualt. The new steam
sloop Hartford, Captain C. Lowndes, has been nrdarad uv
it, and having reached Mauritius as early aa September
70, has probably arrived at the station with Flag Offloer
C. K. SUibling, who succeeds to the command. Tho
sloop of war John Adams, Commander Murray Mason,
and the new steamer Saginaw, Commander J. F. Seacock,
have been ordered to join it. Tbe former is detained at
Rio. The Minnesota has returned to the United Statea,
and orders have been iasued for the return of the Missis¬
sippi, the Cersnntown, and the Powbattan.
The vessels of this squadron have, during the past year,

re|<eatedly visited the principal ports of China and Japan.
Their Intercourse with the authorities and inhabitant* bats
beeu unlfotmly ol the moet friendly character. There has
been no Instance of molettion to American citisens or tbeir
property in CtiUia, and but a libgle on.^ in Japan.

In March the l'owhalan proceeded to Singapore to
meet Mr Ward, the newly appointed Minister to China.
She awaited his arrival there, and on the 3d of May pro¬
ceeded with h m to Hong Kong, aud thence to Shaoghae,
where ftn arrived May £8. and on tbe 17th of Juno
was oil the YangUe| on her way to the Peibo. It
became necessary to charter a small light draught
steamer for the purposes of the mission. It could bo ob¬
tained at not 1< -s than $9,000 per montli , and for a term not
lets than live months. It was acotmhugly chartered, and
an estimate has been submitted for this expenditure. Tbe
Powhatan arrived with Mr. Ward ntf l'eiho July 11. He
proceeded to Pekin, exchanged tbe ratifications of the
treaty, and en the 17th of August returned to tbe Pow¬
hatan
Mr. Hrrris Consul General of the United States to Ja¬

pan, having received an official application from the
Ja|>anese govemmeut for a conveyance of their arubats-
patiors to the United States, the steam frigate Mississippi
was sent to Simoda, and a parage in iter to Panama was
tendered for the embassy; and olltr-iul orders were given
to Flag Officer McCluney, of the Home squadron, to re¬
ceive lh< m as they crossed the isthmus at Panama, an4
convey them in a public vessel to the port of New York.
The M'ssissippi reached Japan in February, having
made all suitable arrangements for tlie accommoda¬
tion of the commissioners, but they bad determined to
postpone their departure until February, 18*50. As the
Missitsippi could not be detained, she was ordered to the-
United States, and discretionary instructions given
to Flag Officer Tatnall, on being relieved by his
successor, to return home with the l'owhatan by way of
Japan, and, if the commissioners were ready to embark,
to give them a passage to Panama.

In the early part of August, while the Mississippi was at
Sbanghae, a disturbance occurred among the Chinew
population at that place, growing out of the alleged kid¬
napping of coolies for a French merchant vessel. The
American Consul and merchants called on Captain Nichol¬
son for assistance, which was promptly and judiciously
afforded by him. He placed the Mississippi before the
town and landed a portion of her crew; but quiet was
soon restored, and no collision occurred.
The Minnesota, returning to the United Btatea, left Hang

Kong with Mr. R&ed, late Minister to China, on board, and
conveyed him to Bombay, where she arrived January 18.
On her way she had visited Singapore and Petutng, to the
Straits of Malacca, and Point de Galle and Colombo, in the
Island of Ceylon, and received the marked attention of the
authorities at those places. At Bombay she was visited
by the Governor and by the Commander-in Chief of the
army and navy of Western India. February 20 she ar¬
rived a\ the Cove of Muscat, and was immediately visited
by the Sultan's chief secretary and interpreter, with
offers of assistance. Captain Dupont, with a large suite

of officers, waited on his Highness, made suitable refe¬
rence to tho death of the late Imaum, his Hurtineas'
futht'i , Hud ojrpi ttrecd tbo iiupc ouil ItvllM Ulftt tue Samo
friendly sentiments and uniform protection of American
commerce would continue under hid son and successor;
and as an evidence ot the courteous aud kind feeling en¬
tertained for the prefect Imaum or Saltan, he saia the
President of the United States had sent the largest vessel
of war that bad yut been to the t-istern world to visit his
dominions. The Sultan was much gratified, and express¬
ed his warm friendship for the United states of America,
anJ his earnest detire, not aioue to protect oor present
trade, but to do all in his power to foster and increase it He
asked Capt. I 'u pout to accept a present of an Arabian steed
and a jewelled sword, which was declined. Captain Du-
pont sent him a Share's rifle and a Colt's revolver and
their accoutrements. From Muscat the Minnesota pro¬
ceeded to Cape Town, thence to Boston, where she arriv-
ed Way 26, 1660.

Flag Officer W. Inman has succeeded Flag Officer Oono-
ver in command of the African squadron. In the cou'so
of the year It tiaf included the sloops -of-war Cumberland,
Commander J. 8. Missroon; Viaconnes, Commander B. J.
Totten; I'orti- mouth, Commander J. Coihoun; I)a!e. Com¬
mander W. McBiair; Marion, Commander T. W. Bren^; Con¬
stellation, Captain J. S. Nicholas, and the steamers San
Jacinto, Cuptam W. M. Armstrong; Sumpter, lieutenant
Commanding J. F. Armstrong; and Mystic, Lieutenant Com¬
manding W. E. Le Roy and tho uoreship Supply, Com¬
mander Henry Walke. The new steam stoop of-war Mo¬
hican, Commander S. W. Godon, is under orders to join
the squadron. The Cumberland and the Pale have returned
to the United States, and orders have been Issued for the
return of the Vinwncfs.
The measures which hare been a'topted to render the

naval force on the Coast of Africa efficient for the suppres¬
sion of the African slave trade have been already alluded
to in this report, and need not here bo repeated.
On the 21st of April last Commander Brent, of the sloop-

of war Marion, in the neighborhood of the Congo river,
seized the American bark Orion as a vessel engaged in
the slave trade. A prize crew was put on board of her,
and she was placcd uader the charge of Lieutenant Dal¬
las, assisted by Lieutenant W. P. Campbell, and sent to
New York, where she arrived June IS, and was delivered
to the United States Marshal.
Commander Brent, on the 27th of April, in the neigh¬

borhood ot the Congo, alEo seized the bark Ardennes, of
New York, as engaged in the slave trade. Lieutenant
Weaver was put in charge of her, with a prize crew, and
took her to New York, where, on the 26th of June he de¬
livered her into the custody of the Uuited States Marshal.
On the 21st or September lost Commander Coihoun, of

the Portsmouth, seized off Loango the sloop Emily, of
New York, for being engaged in the slave trade. Ot*
being hailed she hoisted the Hag of the United States.
Commander Coihoun, satistled from the nature of her
cargo, the character of her papers, and the oonduct of
her captain and crew, that she was engaged in the slave
trade, placed her in charge of Lieutenant H. K. Stevens
and a price crew, and sent her to New York, where aha
arrived on the 11th of November.

HBcxujkmtova.
The survey and exploration of the Parana and the tri¬

butaries of tho l'araguay river, authorized by Congress,
were almost suspended on account of the'dlfllculties be
tween the United States and the government of Paraguay.
But these difficulties having been removed, and Com¬
mander T. J Page relieved of his duties as Meet cap¬
tain in the Paraguay expedition, he has resumed the im¬
mediate charge of the survey.
On the SSth of July, 1869, ho had arrived at Cuiaba, the

capital ot Matto Orcase, the northwest provinoool the em¬
pire of Brazil, in latitude 16 deg. see. sooth, and by
the course of tho rivers about 2,400 miles from Ike ocean.
As the Argentina could not asccnd the river Cuiaba, is
consequence of the low water, she was despatched to con¬
tinue the exploration of tho San Lorenzo, while Com¬
mander Page, with the small steamer Alpha, explored tha
Cuiaba. this river empties into the San uirenso, which
is a tributary of the Paraguay. He intended immediately
to leavo the Cuiaba. and to continuo the exploration oC
the Paraguay throughout Its navigable extent. He speaks
with pleasure of the marked attention reoeived from the
government authorities sinoc entering the inhabited parte
of the Braxi'ian territory. Every facility toadvanoe the
exploration had been kindly and courteously offered him.
and particularly by tho President of the province and
other high officers of the Brazilian government.
The fSnimore Cooper, which was sent out more than e

vear ago, under the command of Lieutenant J. M.
Brooke, "to survey and lay down with aocuraoy the ob¬
structions to navigation In the usual routes between am
Francisco and Cfcina," reached Honolulu December 16,
1968, after a cruise of forty-three days. She visited
the locality of numerous reported dangers Ha
thetrack to China, and found no Indications tt
land, rocks orshoals. She sounded sad brought
up specimens from depths of two and three
miles. On the 39th of December she sailed fro* Hono¬
lulu on a cruise to the northwest of the Sandwich
Islands, visited "Bird" and "Necker," and determined
their positions. She then visited "French Frtgatoi
shoals/' and discovering on theee unoccupied and un¬
claimed shoals a deposit ot guano of good quality, lien*
tenant Brooke, on June 14,1869, took possession of Owns
in the name of the United States, in accordance with the
provisions of the act of Congress of August 18,UM. Tho
quantity of guano is estimated at not Icm than 91,000
tons, specimens of which were forwarded Id the depart¬
ment
The Fenimore Cooper then passed over the positions as¬

signed other islands, the Two Brothers' Reef and another
island, nameless on the chart, and found no indication oC
their existence. Lieut. Brooke visited "Gardner's Island, *

surveyed "Moro Reef," went over the positions given to
"Neva Island," but saw no sign of K; visited "lAysaa
Island." and then returned to Honolulu, where he arrived
February 7, 1869. Ou the 9th of Maroh he left Hoaotuln
for "Johnston" or "Oornwallls" island, and made suet*

surveys as would enable vessels to
it safely to ship guano, knowu to taern
in large quantities. Be then proceeded to tn§


